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Npdta- VPG plexenéria: Zpictle of Pizosbus - £1. A.D. 70 - 1307
1%7/ ’ Ch. 15 "...Thc Sabbath is mentioned at the beginning of -
) the creation: - 'And God made in six days the works of His
L 146 : hands, and made an end on the 7th day, and rested on
A . saactified ic' (Gen. 2:2). Attend, my children, to the wne
/ of this expression, "He finished in six days". -
5, Oty that the Lord will f£inish all things in 6000 y
< is with Him a thousand years. And He Mimsel
szying, 'Echold, tocday will be as 2 thousen
fore, my children, in six days, that is, in years, all
things will be firished. "And He rested on 7¢h cay.'
' This meaneth: when His Son, coming (again), shall destroy the
. ' time of the wicked ma2n, zad judge the ungodly, and change
the sun, 2nd the moon, and the stars, then shall He truly rest
on the 7th day." .... -
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Book 5, Ch. 33,

. P - iy S - . .
303 menticns 4th Book of Papias which de with the }Millennium .
P : ' ondition.) _ g
'UO’Q— { - . . . . . Y Tuss &ws o
ey G5 v ~ The following is Zrom Zusabius' Tiscz., z;clx, Book 3, Pasins w A
i~ Crapter 39, in which he trys to disqualify the zuthority wreli-:
ci 2z s : '

pia
. "The same writer.(Papias) gives also other accounts which
he says came to his through unwritten tradition, cercain -
stranze perables and teacnzﬂos of the Saviour, and some other -
P _ more mythical things. To these belong his statement that there
will pe a period of some thousandé years after the (£irst)

. resurrection of the dead, and that the kingdom of Christ will
be set up in material form on this very earth. 1 suppose ha got
these icdeas through a misunderstanding of the apostolic
zccounts, not percelving that the things said by cthem were
spoken mystically in figures. For he appears to have deen of

3% ‘__very limited understanding, as one can see from his discourses.”
el

Oﬂﬂub' wﬁ Rom Justin ; a Centile, born in Samaria, A.D. 100 -

v < = Srvnhs, chap. 80: "I and others, wiho are

U. ! ©orig ni iscians on all points, are assurad that there
a0 -

f the dead, and a thousand year
3 b 1

nen be built, adorned, zné’enla
1 aad Isaiah and others cdeclare."

240 v/ Xe wrongly applies Isaizh 65 to prove this. However, he
70 J 1 chat, "We have »nerceived, morcover :Ha: the
he day of the Loxd is as a thousarnd ycars is
with this subjecc. And furcher, thoxe was a cexcain

=za with us, whose name was Jjohn, one of the wposcles of Chrisc,
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wvho prophesicd, by a revelation that was made to him, that those
who believed in our Christ would dwell a thousund yezrs ia
Joerusalem; aand that tnc*eqf er the gencral, and, in short, the

rter
ternal resurrection and judgment of all men would likewise take
place.”

Tyons: _IZrcnacus, A.D. 120 - 2027, bishop of Lyoms,

Losivnt Tarnsicz, Book 5, chapter 28' ”Fcr in &s many d
¢ays as this world was made, in so many thousand years shail it
‘t2 concliuvaed. And Ior this reason the scr ;ptu;c says: 'Thus
the heaven and the earth were founded, and all the heavea aand their
adornment.

And God brought to a conclusion upon the 6th day the
works tnwc Ee had made, 2nd God rested upon the 7th day from all

His works. This is an account of the things Zormerly crezted,
as a2lso it is a prophecy of what is to come. TFor the day of the
Lo*d is as & thousand yezrs; and in six days created things

are cowmpleted: it is evideant, the*cfore,itha: they will come
to an end at the 6th thousand year.'

Crapter 33: "These (rewards) are to take place in the times
of the Kingdom, that is, upo n the 7th cday, which has been |
sanctified, in which God rested £from all the works which Ze
created, waich is the true Szbbath of the ¢IQQhe°US, waich they
shzll not be engaged in zny earthly occupation.”

Certhage: Teriullizn, A.D. 145 - 2207, fczinst Ha:cion
Book 3, chapter 25: "But we do confess that a kingdom is
promiged to us upon the earth, although before- hacven, only in
znother state of existence: inasmuch as it will be after the
resurrection for a thousand years in the divinely-built city of
Jexrusalem, ..M : -
Rome : Zipzolycus, A.D. 170 --2362, Greek disciple of Irenaeus. :
The following is from The Cconesntzry on Danizl: "And 6000
yazrs must needs be accomplished, in order that the Szbbath ma

-

the holy day 'on which God rested from all His
For the Sabbath is the tyue and emblem of the Zuture

come, the rest,
works.'

kinzdom of the saints, when they 'shall reign with Christ',
w“en He comes from heave“, as John szys in “15 Asocalyob: for

‘a dzy with the Lord is as a thousand years' ince, then, in

cix cays God made all things, it :ollows chat 6000 years must be
fulfiiled.® ‘ .

South Asiz ¥inor: Mathodius, A.D. 260-3127, bishop of Clympus
aad Patara in Lycia, zntagoniset of Origen, The Teonouet o
the Tex Vireins, Discourse 9, chapter 5: .“"For I also, ... celebrate
with Christ the millennium of rest, which is called the seventh -
day, even the true Sabbath.”
(Cacl: Laczantius’, A.D. 260-3307 The Enitcms of the Divind
Tustlizutes, chapter 72: 'Therefore peace being nmade, anc every
evil suppressed, that righteous Xing and Conqueror will stic-
ute a great judgment on the earch respecting the living and the
éezd, and will deliver all the nations into subjection to the
righteous who are alive, and will raise the rightacus dazd TO
cternzl life, and will Himself reign with them on the ezarth,
2nd will tuild the holy city, and this kingdom of the righteous
shall be for a thoussnd ycaxrs." )
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N i. Rowme:  Victorinus, carly &th Century, Cn ths Crastion of the Worid!
,:?3: (fragment): *...cthat true Sebbath will be in the scventh
to. J~'”4;u millenary of years, when Christ with IHis elect shall reign.”
P2
I E?:lvffppcncntc,:h too Millop-t-l Magctving
. &« Lzivs, A.D. 180-2177? Prcsbyter.of Rome, wrote against the heretic .
sinl. | ' Cerinthus who was regarced by some as ghc cuthoer of
uol’i@’ Revelcotion. This is recorded in Epschius' Niszery, 2ook 3, P. &6
- ~ chapter 28: Y...he {(Cerinthus) says that after the resurrection
the kingdom of Christ will be set up on earth...that there is to
be a period of a thousand years for marriage festivals."
= Cerinthus locked Zorward to just sensual pleasures and -’

\fjgiﬁg- b%i Origen, A.D. 1?5 -2547, Alexendria. Eusebius Te elates in his

: Chuxch History, Book 6, chapter 2, section 9: "And he
(Origen) was not satisfied with learning what was simple and
obvious in the sacred words, but souvght for something more,, and

—— even at that age bus*ed ‘ru'f‘.sel~ with deeper speculations."

'7]0/;lj£ Vv Origen fincizles, Book 2, Chapter 11,
that "Certain persons, tnen, ~°—Ls-ng the 1=bour of thinking and

P L¢?’7 2éopting a superficial view of the letter of the law.....being i

. disciples of the letter alone,...not following Paul regarding

.resurrection of a spiritual body. 2&nd comsequently they say,
that after the resurrection there will be marriages, ancd the
begetting of children...” (He didn't understand that there would
be both spirit ané flesh existing together during the mililennium

znd he, like others, confused the millennium witn the New Jer-
uszlem.)

.
Going on in the same souxrce: "”nen again . . . they think

: they are to be kings and princes, like those eaxrthly nomands who

i . now exist; chiefly, as it appears, on.account of tH expression

P in the Gospel: ‘'Have thou power over five cities." . . . such

H are the views of those who, while believing in Christ, undex-

: stznd the divine scriptures in a sort of Jewish sense, drawiag ”

! from them nothing worthy of the divine promises.”

; Q o Y - e .
AN €y * Dicnysius (the Great), dbishop of ilexandria, Eippo, pupi

1
Yol IT wicen. Trom Fusebius' Church Historv, Book 7, chaptex 25

d
i "Some before us have set aside and rejected hhe book (Rcvela:ion)
i “‘to"a_“ r, criticizing it chapter by chapter, and pronouncing it
: ithout sense or argument, and maincaianing chat che title s
i f:a dulent. TFor they say that it is not the work oi John, nor is
K iz a revelation, because it is covered thickly and deasely by
i 2 vail of obscuricty. And they aZfirm that none of the saints,
i nor any one in theChurch is its author, but that Cerinthus, wiho
j§ founcded the sect -which was called after him the Cerinthian,
i desiring repurable authority for his fiction, prefixed the name.
% _Tor the doctrine which he taught was this: that the kingdom "
: ¢f Christ will be an earthly omne."
i . .
p.253.261 & Tt pugustine, A0, 354-430, bishop of Hinpo, The Cizv of Cof,
VIS N Boot 20, chepter 7: ”Tfus thera was supposad £O -0-.0W
3 upon the 8000 ycars taken as O cays a seven th dzy or Sczbodain
i taking up the last thousand, and to be given ovexr to Int TES-~
é urrecting saints for celedbracion . . . In fact, 1 ~myveeli zz one
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time zco > opinion. Dut when these Interpreters

{Montanists) say that the rising saints are to spend their time ‘
in limitless gormandizing with such heaps of Zood end drink as

not only go beyond all sense of decent restraint but go utterly

b Lhcw sucn an 1ﬁte*uL~: tion becomes wiwolly

(29

r ianterpretation makes the ' thousand years'
for all the y-ars of the Christian ;ra, a perfect number being
used to incdicate the 'Zulness of time' Tor the number one
thousand is the cube of 10. 10 x 10 = 100, which 1is alxeady
a scuare, but still a plane, figure; to give it depth and mcke it
a cube, 100 is Zfurther multiplied by 10 to make a thousand."
(200 sometimes stands for 'all') "The reason, therefore, way
the Dovil is bound and casd into the 2byss is to prevent his
ceceiving the nations that now make up the Church as he used
to deceive and possess them before they became the Church. The
toext does not say that he may not deceive this man or that man,
but only 'that he sHould deceive the nations' (meaning, without

doub:, the Church) 'no more until the thousand years should be ’ ..
finished.' <The thousand years that make up the ‘6tn day' or the .
tire course of time this world has still to go.

Chapter 8: "To conclude: the Devil is bound »nroughout
this entire period coverad by this Book--frem Christ's first
coming to His second coming at the end of the world -~ but not
bound in such a way that this special bi rdi during the period

im

o
O
which St. Jonn calls the 'thousand years'’ implies hzs power-
lessness to deceive the Church. It is cleax when one reflects
that, even when he is loosed, he will not be enabled to do so.
There is the argument. If his chaining means that he has no
power or no permission to daceive, then his loosing means that
‘he will have power ox permission to deceive. But, of course,
such a possibility is unthinkable. No, the binding up of the
Devil means this: that he is not allowed to exercise his full
powers in tempting or deceiving men by viclence or fraud, in
"“1v1“0 them or tricking them into his camp by main force, or
Dy lying fallacies. If he were allowed this Ireedom over such a
xohg period, given the waakness of many =en, a numbex of people,
whoa God wills to protect from such c1slnugnt would be aifectad."
Crapter 9: "During the 'thousand years® when the Dovil
is bound, the szints also reign for a 'thousand years' and,

3t

doubtless, the two periods are icentical and mean the span
. betwean Christ's first and secoad cowming.
susustine therefore concludes that the L_“gdc:' £ 1000
/7 years zust be the church ca the ezrth now.

Millepnisl Doctrine
»

- Drincisel of MansZfield College, Oxfoxd .

< icn oI Jcous, Earper and Brothews: ngfgyw‘t
“resus' owa komowladége wal to some excent -limited by the conc- e LRo
fcioas of his race and &ducaticn, that his cs:h::ologic;l zcaching
. contzins sn 2ilcment of humon igmorance ond érror, that he uitarad "
sredicrions waich were never fulfilled in the sense in wnich he—~~'“t”ﬁf
uccereé chem, and that he assumed, as true, descripzions oi the ::f:%ti;
1ife after death waich, resting ultimately on Jewish imagination, ‘M M'"
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-rously absent from the working vocaoulary both of his

cannot rightly be so regarded.” (p. 343) . . . but we caanct ia
reason profess to beliecve that he (Jesus) had z truly human
ot nd (p. 3446, that he) increascd in wisdom as inm statur
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3
[
!
0
N
(]

H
and at the same time essume that he had wholly emancipacted hime-
sclf from cvery oxisting £law in the current Lenglou, beliefs
of nis poopie." (p. 345) "Jesus' apocalyptic teaching (the
accuracy of which, in the form given to it in the record, cza no :
longer be defended) o . . "% (p. 348)M., . . in come measuxe he- -
shared the ignoramce common to the Jews of his day." '

col_of Theolsory, Emoxy Unilv.,
or of Church w;sLory and
istoric Gl xncology. The following are excerpits from-.-a paper
cad before the Methodist World Council which met prioxr to the
Jorld Council of Churches Assembly in Evanston, Illinois.
P2zt I: "There is, therefove, little or no aifiaity,

doctrinally or otherxwisc, between Methodism and those adventists
zad nillenarian sects which have flourished with almost the
exotic wildness of the txopics in what normally we think of as
the tempecrate climate of our American religious life.

tiennium, that traditional period of 1000 yaa:s
On

1 it
Christ will rule the earth in person, .Iis conspi

éduring wnich n,f

..
MadS o

3
conteompozary Methodism. . . 3ut more than mere indif
the calculations and preditions of millenarizs adventism, there ) 3

is izherent in Methodist theology an antipathy to the undex- Rom. €17
iying spirit out oi which such curious reckonings and prophe

cies
come. . . The second advent of Christ on earth, the binding of
Satan, the ;000 year reign over the just, the unloosing of Satan,
the war of saints aand sinners, the concuest of evil dy Christ,
the great assize in the Velley of Jehoshaphat, andé eternal bliss
in heaven for the good and eternal punishment’in hell for :he
wicked -~ details variously zrranged and in sundry accounts, (U GuisTICNA
have never appezled to the Methodists." T AS TT WHA T
‘ . 15 THE TRUTE
?égq.z : "Ccnsecuen tly, the primary principle im our
concept is that the eschaton is en"individuel experience.” It
comes to each of us in the moment of death, . . . "Chxrist's
seccnd coming to us takes ploce when we die and are transiated”
from oundane to spiritual creztures; at that time we stand under
the full scrutiny of his justice and he decides. in mexrcy the
nzture of our immortal stzte. . . . We live, not im anficipafion | AR NATL
of =z coming kingdom that will be imposed upon us by God, bdut SIapCSED C
rather here and now within ¢

<
~h§ Xingdom, so that what uilcizztely ws By GO

ks
will be cannot be greatly diffzrent from what already is when we
love God with all our heax:t: and our neighbours-as ourselvas.”



